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ñWhen it comes to development ïhousing, transportation,

energy efficiency ïthese things arenôt mutually exclusive;

they go hand in hand. 

And that means making sure that affordable housing exists

in close proximity to jobs and transportation.  That means

encouraging shorter travel times and lower travel costs.

It means safer, greener, more livable communities.ò

--President Barack Obama

July 13, 2009



Development which meets the needs 

of the present without compromising 

the ability of future generations to 

meet their own needs.

Sustainable Development
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Goal: sustainable affordable housing

Â Housing that is:

Ç Decent

Ç Affordable

Ç Locationally efficient (close to services, economic 

opportunity)

Ç Resource efficient (limits energy and water use)



What are òpoor decisionsó about housing?

Â Allow existing housing to deteriorate

Â Develop few housing options, so housing is 
not affordable nor most efficient

Â Build housing away from existing 
infrastructure

Â Locate housing/jobs/amenities apart from one 
another

Â Build housing hat consumes too much 
energy/water



Our housing 

planning/production choices 

have community impacts.



Impact #1 -- Peopleõs Health

Â Housing quality Â Exposure to 

contaminants (lead, 

mold)

Â Accidental injury 

(shock, falls, fire,)

Â Depression

Â Increased domestic 

violence
www.nhc.org



Impact #1 -- Peopleõs Health

Â Unaffordable housing

Â Depression in adults 

and children

Â Increased domestic 

violence

Â Lack of health care

.

22% of Arizona working families owners were

extremely cost burdened in 2008



Impact #1 -- Peopleõs Health

Â Poorly located housing

(long drive time)

Â Asthma from air 

pollution/dust

Â Family cohesiveness

Â Exercise time

Why is personal health a community issue? The costs 

to communities for health care is tremendous. 

The US spent $1.7 trillion in health care costs in 2003, 

which is 15% of our GDP, and 4.3 times what we spent 

on National Defense



Impact #2: Planetõs health

Â Poorly located housing

Â High energy/water use 

house

Â Increased car usage:  

higher green house gas 

emissions

Â Air pollution

Â Increased carbon 

usage

Â Contribute to water 

shortage/subsidence



Increasing car trips ðincreased 

transportation costs/ greenhouse gas 

emissions



But wait -- werenõt suburbs the answer to 

the housing problems of cities?
Cities are ñpestilential to the morals, the health and the liberties of 

man.ò

-- Thomas Jefferson



Suburban Response

Tony Linck, for Life Magazine, Aerial 

View of Levittown, June, 1948

Bernard Hoffmann, for Life

Magazine, Bernard Levey Family


