
A Call to Action: 

Forging Regional Solutions for

Affordable Housing in Pima County



Thank you to our sponsors:

ÅCatholic Community Services

ÅJewish Community Relations Council

ÅDrachman Institute, CALA, University of Arizona

ÅPima County

ÅTown of Marana

ÅCity of Tucson

ÅHabitat for Humanity Tucson

ÅUnited Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona

ÅCommunity Foundation for Southern Arizona

ÅCity of Tucson Industrial Development Authority

ÅPima County Industrial Development Authority



Pima County Jurisdictions

ÅTown of Marana

ÅTown of Oro Valley

ÅPima County

ÅTown of Sahuarita

ÅCity of South Tucson 

ÅCity of Tucson



A Call to Action
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Overview: 

What has been done?
ÅGadsden Company:Major contribution to 

affordable housing development in Ward 1 and 

sponsor of the 93rd Arizona Town Hall

ÅSummit Development Group:Donation of two 

residential lots to Habitat for Humanity and Chicanos 

Por la Causa

ÅFederal Home Loan Bank of San Francisco:Grant 

to La Frontera, Tucson Urban League, and Old 

Pueblo Community Services for Sunnyside Pointe



Overview: 

What has been done?

ÅHousing Trust Funds

ïState Housing Trust Fund

ïTucson (1st city in the state) 

ïPima County (1st county in the state)



Arizona Town Hall, founded 

in 1962,  is a ñthink tankò of 

Arizona citizens from 

throughout the state who 

come together to discuss 

issues important to Arizona.

For the first time ever, the 

November 2008 Arizona 

Town Hall looked at 

affordable housing in 

Arizona. 



Recommendation 10. 

Protect, Pursue, and Secure 

Needed Funding

ñ...the State 
Housing Trust 
Fund should be 
protected.ò 



Recommendation 5.

Urge the Arizona legislature to take 

action to facilitate implementation of 

appropriate housing policies.

Only charter cities and 

counties can enact 

housing trust funds at the 

present time. There is a 

need for state legislation 

to allow local 

governments to 

implement appropriate 

housing policies for their 

communities.



We need public education and a PR 

campaign to overcome the biases and 

barriers related to affordable housing for 

special and varied populations.

Other Recommendations from 

the Arizona Town Hall:



Financial literacy should be part of K-12 

curriculum; individual consumers must be 

better informed about the issues affecting 

their ability to afford housing.

Other Recommendations from 

the Arizona Town Hall:



Local housing decisions have regional 

impacts; local communities should 

consider the impacts of their decisions and 

policies on the state.  

Other Recommendations from 

the Arizona Town Hall:



State and local governments should encourage

development of  well-built, affordable housing, to

include mixed-income and  mixed-use

developments.  Build UP instead of OUT.

Other Recommendations from 

the Arizona Town Hall:



Although home prices have decreased, housing is

not necessarily more affordable because the

stateôs general economy and employment have

suffered. We need to create industries with good

paying jobs to support sustainable housing for

ALL of Arizonaôs people.

Other Recommendations from 

the Arizona Town Hall:



The cost of housing must take into consideration

the cost of transportation, commutes, utilities, etc. 

Other Recommendations from 

the Arizona Town Hall:



Existing federal programs are highly competitive

and the resources are insufficient to meet the

needs of all who qualify. 

Other Recommendations from 

the Arizona Town Hall:



We must enable individuals to find the kind of

home (to own or rent) that meets their specific

goals, needs, values. 

Other Recommendations from 

the Arizona Town Hall:



We have the framework that 

people from all over Arizona 

used to reach consensus. We 

need a Regional Housing 

Plan and dedicated funding 

source that is reliable. 

Recommendation 1. 

Develop a Comprehensive State 

Housing Plan


