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Agenda

1. Introduction

Å Activity #1

2. Data Collection

Å Activity #2

Å Activity #3

3. Data Analysis

Å Activity #4

4. Strategic Planning

Å Activity #5
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Data-driven Decision Making

Never assume community needs; determine them after 

analyzing hard facts!
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What is a Community Housing Assessment?

The assessment is a process comprised of 

several steps:
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What is a Community Housing Assessment?

It is important to educate and inform the community 

and get feedback from community residents at 

various stages of the assessment
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What is a Community Housing Assessment?
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What is a Community Housing Assessment?
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What is a Community Housing Assessment?

The result of the assessment process is a strategic 

housing plan
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ACTIVITY #1: Challenges, Goals, and Assets

1a:  Describe the Housing and Housing Affordability challenges 

your community faces.

1b: What do you hope to achieve with a community housing 

assessment (i.e. Why are you here)?

1c:  Identify the stakeholders in your community.

How can they help address the housing and housing 

affordability challenges in the community?
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Data Collection
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The types of data that need to be gathered for a housing 

assessment roughly fall into three major categories:

1. Numerical (census)

2. Spatial (maps)

3. Stakeholders and community housing assets

Data Collection: Zoning Codes, Ordinances & Maps



Data Collection Checklist - Numerical



Data Collection Checklist ïSpatial
Much of this information can be found through county GIS and assessor records online
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Data Collection Checklist ïStakeholders and 

community housing assets
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Data Collection: Numerical

Census dataData you may need from the U.S. Census 

includes, but is not limited to:

Å Total housing units

Å Housing units built by decade

Å Number of housing units lacking 

facilities (such as bathrooms)

Å Numbers of owner and renter occupied 

units

Å Average house hold income and 

numbers of people living in poverty

Å Demographics such as age
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Data Collection: Numerical

Other data sourcesYou will need additional data that is 

more recent and community-specific 

than the U.S. Census.

Sources like the Arizona Department of Commerce, the 

Arizona Department of Economic Security, and local realty 

offices can provide information on:

Å Average sale and rental prices on housing units

Å Existing and projected population numbers

Å Area Median Income (AMI)

Å Employment by sector

Å Major employers in the community
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Data Collection: Spatial

Gathering existing maps and locational information

Almost all communities have planning and management 

tools that will provide a wealth of information. These may 

include:

Å Aerial photography

Å Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

Å County Assessor records

Å General and Specific Plans

Á Zoning and ordinances

Á Infrastructure
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This information is available from:

ÅCity and county GIS

ÅCounty Assessor

ÅCouncils of Regional Governments (COGs)

ÅLocal planning departments

Data Collection: Spatial
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Data Collection: Spatial

Aerials

ÅAerial images 

show existing 

patterns of 

development

ÅAerials reveal 

topography, 

vegetation, 

washes, etc. 

that may dictate 

land use
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GIS & County Assessor Data
Apache

http://www.co.apache.az.us/Departments/GIS/GIS.htm

Coconino

http://gis-map.coconino.az.gov/ccgis/

Gila

http://maps.gilacountyaz.gov/

Graham

http://www.graham.az.gov/Graham_CMS/display.aspx?id=1420

Maricopa

http://www.maricopa.gov/Assessor/GIS/Map.html

Mohave

http://mcimv.co.mohave.az.us/imf/imf.jsp?site=moh

Navajo

http://www.navajocountyaz.gov/pubworks.genii/FloodParcelParameters/Map/MapPage.aspx

Pima

http://www.dot.pima.gov/gis/maps/mapguide/

Yavapai

http://mapserver.co.yavapai.az.us/interactive/map.asp

Yuma

http://www.co.yuma.az.us/DDS/GIS.htm

http://www.co.apache.az.us/Departments/GIS/GIS.htm
http://gis-map.coconino.az.gov/ccgis/
http://gis-map.coconino.az.gov/ccgis/
http://gis-map.coconino.az.gov/ccgis/
http://maps.gilacountyaz.gov/
http://www.graham.az.gov/Graham_CMS/display.aspx?id=1420
http://www.maricopa.gov/Assessor/GIS/Map.html
http://mcimv.co.mohave.az.us/imf/imf.jsp?site=moh
http://www.navajocountyaz.gov/pubworks.genii/FloodParcelParameters/Map/MapPage.aspx
http://www.dot.pima.gov/gis/maps/mapguide/
http://mapserver.co.yavapai.az.us/interactive/map.asp
http://www.co.yuma.az.us/DDS/GIS.htm
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GIS & County Assessor Data

GIS and Assessor Data is not currently available online for these counties:

Cochise

http://cochise.az.gov/cochise_assessor.aspx?id=186

Greenlee

http://www.co.greenlee.az.us/Assessor/AssessorHomePage.aspx

La Paz

http://www.co.la-paz.az.us/

Pinal

http://pinalcountyaz.gov/Departments/Assessor/Pages/GIS.aspx

Santa Cruz

http://www.co.santa-cruz.az.us/assessor/index.html

http://cochise.az.gov/cochise_assessor.aspx?id=186
http://www.co.greenlee.az.us/Assessor/AssessorHomePage.aspx
http://www.co.la-paz.az.us/
http://www.co.la-paz.az.us/
http://www.co.la-paz.az.us/
http://pinalcountyaz.gov/Departments/Assessor/Pages/GIS.aspx
http://www.co.santa-cruz.az.us/assessor/index.html
http://www.co.santa-cruz.az.us/assessor/index.html
http://www.co.santa-cruz.az.us/assessor/index.html
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County Assessor records provide property descriptions, 

property valuation, boundaries, ownership/taxpayer 

information, etc.

Data Collection: Spatial

Assessor Records
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ÅConsider or build on 

previous work

ÅLook at different sources

ÅAvoid potential land use 

conflicts

Data Collection: Spatial

Existing Plans
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Useful general plan maps:
Åzoning maps 

Åland use maps 

Åmaps indicating future 

development and service 

expansion areas

Data Collection: Spatial

General Plan Maps
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ÅZoning determines current 

and future land use

ÅZoning determines location 

and conditions for the 

development of housing

ÅZoning can hinder or 

promote a communityôs 

housing needs

Data Collection: Spatial

Zoning Codes, Ordinances & Maps


